THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE

which I need not refer to in detail. The whole of this process needs
to be developed with the greatest energy and contrivance, and
Government Departments here and in the provinces must take a
share. I am very anxious that the smooth running of the great
Departments, upon which so much of our life and war effort depends,
should not be upset by pulling people out of the routine to which
they have become accustomed. Nevertheless, a substantial con-
tribution will have to be made from the young unmarried women in
the 20 to 30 group by the public Departments.

Such are the new burdens which the hard course of our fortunes
compels us to invite the nation to assume. Nothing less than these
will suffice at the present time, and even more may be required
by the ordeals of the future. We shall welcome Parliamentary
discussion and the focusing of public opinion upon the details of a
measure so intimately affecting the homes of our country. We
desire to fit the knapsack with its extra load upon the national
shoulders in the least galling and most effective manner. The aid
of the House is required in this process, but that the load must be
picked up now, and carried on henceforward to the end, embodies,
we are sure, the resolve of the British people.
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